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Tournament!

Which book will YOU read first?



A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park

Genre: Realistic Fiction/Based on a true story
This book tells the story of two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a 
girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water 
from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes 
two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one 
of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African 
continent on foot as they search for their families and for a 
safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to 
attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and 
crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to 
intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way.



A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen

Genre: Historical Fiction
With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerta 
finds her family divided overnight. Gerta knows it is 
dangerous to watch the wall, to think forbidden thoughts 
of freedom, yet she can’t help herself.  She, her family, 
her neighbors and friends are prisoners in their own city.

When she receives a mysterious drawing, Gerta puts two 
and two together and concludes that her father wants 
Gerta and her brother to tunnel beneath the wall, out of 
East Berlin. However, if they are caught, the 
consequences will be deadly. No one can be trusted. Will 
Gerta and her family find their way to freedom?



El Deafo by Cece Bell

Genre: Graphic Novel/Memoir
Author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss at a young 
age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very 
powerful and very awkward hearing aid. The Phonic Ear gives Cece 
the ability to hear (including some things she wasn't intended to 
hear), but it also isolates her from her classmates. She really just 
wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates her 
as she is.
After some trouble, she is finally able to harness the power of the 
Phonic Ear and become "El Deafo, Listener for All." More 
importantly, Cece declares a place for herself in the world and finds 
the friend she's longed for.



Ghost by Jason Reynolds

Genre: Realistic Fiction
Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. 
But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all started with 
running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, 
chased him and his mother through their apartment, then down the 
street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the 
one causing problems—and running away from them—until he meets 
Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees something in Ghost: crazy 
natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he 
could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent 
for speed, or will his past finally catch up to him?



Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly

Genre: Realistic Fiction
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is 
shy and kindhearted and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. 
Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she 
loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, 
whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens 
wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different so he can 
concentrate on basketball.

They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and 
his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and 
Valencia on an epic quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, 
bravery, and a little help from the universe, a rescue is performed, a bully is 
put in his place, and friendship blooms.



I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
with Patricia McCormick

Genre: Autobiography
Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her 
region. They said music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the 
market. They said girls couldn't go to school.  Raised in a once-peaceful area of 
Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she 
believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she 
nearly lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on 
her way home from school.

No one expected her to survive.

Malala's powerful story will open your eyes to another world and will make you 
believe in hope, truth, miracles and the possibility that one person -- one young 
person -- can inspire change in her community and beyond.



I Will Always Write Back by Caitlin Alifirenka & Martin Ganda

Genre: Nonfiction/Memoir
It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an 
unknown student somewhere in a distant place.  Martin was lucky to 
even receive a pen-pal letter. There were only ten letters, and fifty kids 
in his class. But he was the top student, so he got the first one.

That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that spanned six 
years and changed two lives.  In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin 
and Martin recount how they became best friends --and better 
people--through their long-distance exchange. Their story will inspire 
you to look beyond your own life and wonder about the world at large 
and your place in it.



Refugee by Alan Gratz 

Genre: Historical Fiction
JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of 
concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the 
other side of the world . . .
ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, 
she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . .
MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence 
and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . .
All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face 
unimaginable dangers -- from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there 
is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud 
are separated by continents and decades, shocking connections will tie their 
stories together in the end.
This action-packed novel tackles topics both timely and timeless: courage, 
survival, and the quest for home.



Restart by Gordon Korman

Genre: Realistic Fiction
Chase's memory just went out the window.  He doesn't remember falling 
off the roof. He doesn't remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, 
remember anything. He wakes up in a hospital room and suddenly has 
to learn his whole life all over again . . . starting with his own name. 

He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, 
he sees that different kids have very different reactions to his return.  
Some kids treat him like a hero. Some kids are clearly afraid of him. 

Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who Chase is--it's a question of 
who he was . . . and who he's going to be. 



Smile by Raina Telgemeier

Genre: Graphic Novel/Memoir
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after 
Girl Scouts she trips and falls, severely injuring her two front teeth. 
What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, 
off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a 
retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, there's 
still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and 
friends who turn out to be not so friendly.



The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

Genre: Realistic Fiction/Novel in verse (poetry)
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. 
My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m 
delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He 
and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh 
has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, 
that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious 
middle grade novel of family and brotherhood.

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off 
the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, 
as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer 
for the entire family.



 The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill

Genre: Fantasy
Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch 
who lives in the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their 
town. But the witch in the Forest, Xan, is kind.  Xan rescues the children and 
delivers them to welcoming families on the other side of the forest, nourishing the 
babies with starlight on the journey.

One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the 
ordinary child with extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must raise this girl, 
whom she calls Luna, as her own. As Luna’s thirteenth birthday approaches, her 
magic begins to emerge--with dangerous consequences. Meanwhile, a young man 
from the Protectorate is determined to free his people by killing the witch. A 
volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s surface. And the 
woman with the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . .



The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

Genre: Science Fiction
Can a robot survive in the wilderness?
When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she 
is alone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got there or 
what her purpose is--but she knows she needs to survive. After battling 
a violent storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, she realizes that her 
only hope for survival is to adapt to her surroundings and learn from the 
island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants.

As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like 
home--until, one day, the robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt 
her.  Find out what happens when nature and technology collide.



 Ugly by Robert Hoge

Genre: Memoir
When Robert Hoge was born, he had a tumor the size of a tennis ball in 
the middle of his face and short, twisted legs. Surgeons removed the 
tumor and made him a new nose from one of his toes.  Amazingly, he 
survived—with a face that would never be the same.  
 
Strangers stared at him, kids called him names, and adults could be 
cruel in their own ways. Everybody seemed to agree that Robert was 
"ugly." But Robert refused to let his face dictate his entire life. Then, 
when Robert came face to face with the biggest decision of his life, he 
followed his heart. This poignant memoir about overcoming bullying and 
thriving with disabilities shows that what makes us “ugly” also makes 
us who we are.



 When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 

Genre: Science Fiction
Shortly after a fall-out with her best friend, sixth grader 
Miranda starts receiving mysterious notes, and she doesn’t 
know what to do. The notes tell her that she must write a 
letter—a true story, and that she can’t share her mission with 
anyone.
 
It would be easy to ignore the strange messages, except that 
whoever is leaving them has an uncanny ability to predict the 
future. If that is the case, then Miranda has a big 
problem—because the notes tell her that someone is going to 
die, and she might be too late to stop it. 



Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk 

Genre: Historical Fiction
Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived 
a mostly quiet, steady life in her small Pennsylvania town...until the day 
new student Betty Glengarry walks into her class. Betty quickly reveals 
herself to be cruel and manipulative, and while her bullying seems 
isolated at first, things quickly escalate, and reclusive World War I 
veteran Toby becomes a target of her attacks. While others have always 
seen Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. She will soon 
need to find the courage to stand as a lone voice of justice as tensions 
mount.


